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— Steven iOng 




■One of the most terrlfytng txjoks I've ever 
reod. Move over Stephen Wng and 
Michael Otehton - this reoty »XJpper»ed 
wtthln sight of the Washington Monument. 
An soorter or later It wll happen ogdln.' 

— Arthur COorlce 
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and the McOermon Award in the Arts 
from M.l.T. 
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Dear Reader, 

Hot off the press and now available in booi<stores nationwide 
and from everyBOOK is Tom Fancy's new thriller North of 
Haiti from Smith Publishers. Check your BOOKS YOU CAN 
ORDER menu now for reviedws and ordering options! 

Thanks, 
John Stone 
Central Library 
everyBCOK 
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ical demands: the resignation of Gortxachev. To be sure, as part of 
Ukraine, Donbos was now on Leonid Kravchuk's conscience. 
Vorkuta and Kuzbas were coal-mlning areas I hod visited a number 
of times ar»d to which I would certainly return. Their demartds were 
harshly formulated at times. ar>d they expected a great deal from 
me. but they supported me dur1r>g the tough reforms. 

We have a sayirtg In Russia that when you chop wood, the chips 
fly. Although Khasbulatov tried his best to portray the miners as 
economic chips flying from the Gaidar team's woodcutting, their 
demands did not fit the picture. These miners were not against 
reform. Nevertheless, they did try to defend their economic Inter- 
ests. Insisting that such hard work should be rewarded with part of 
the overall profits from the IrKlustry. Unfortunately, we did not have 
precise mechanisms to turn such enterprises as coal mines Into Joint 
stock companies. There were lor»g. hard negotlotlorts urtder way 
constantly. 

I must say that in the spring and summer of 1992. when the word 
stoppage resounded throughout the country (the work stoppage on 
trains with coal, the stoppage on factory floors, the stoppage of 
transportation), may old Yuri Skokov very courageously conducted 
the negotiations with the miners. 

I met Yuri Skokov when 1 worked at the Moscow City Executive 
Committee. He was director of Quantum, a large deferise plant, 
and he had run for electioris to the Soviet parliament agalr^ Vltoly 
Korotlch. a prominent writer and Journalist who at the time was 
editor In chief of Ogonyok (Uttfe Flame) , a plor^eer of glasnost. CXje 
to various backroom deals and party scheming (described In 
Against ttie Grairi). Skokov won the election and proved himself to 
be a disciplined party protege. 

SIkokov is an Intelligent marv-ti^at Is the first thlr»g that must be said 
about him. And very hard and taciturn. Many people were asking 
what his role was In my Inner circle. It was a legitimate question, 
Skokov was actually the 'shadow' prime minister whom 1 had always 
had In mind. Both Sliayev, ur>der whom Skokov chaired the Supenrie 
Economic Counsel*, and Gaidar, on whose watch Skokov became 
chairman of tt>e Security Council. ser>sed a latent threat. 
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